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Your impact on women around the globe

While women worldwide share many experiences, among them work, motherhood and caring for family members, the hardships of those living in rural villages across the globe can dwarf the challenges women face in more prosperous countries. 
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Women around the world have compelling stories to 
tell about their lives before involvement with World Neighbors programs, and the changes that the skill building, learning and support has helped them make--both for themselves and for others.

These are examples of the type of impact you will have through your support of WOW! and World Neighbors.
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Odira Dervilus, lives in Bayonnais, Haiti and has experienced many difficulties in her lifetime but refuses to let her past interfere with her future. She has not only benefited from the knowledge and training from World Neighbors, but uses those skills to improve the lives of others and her six children. 
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When she recalls the times when she had only three measures of corn to eat during her pregnancy and while nursing, she expresses that she does not want her 
children to have that experience. Through the training 
she received from World Neighbors as part of a women’s cooperative in her community, Odira will no longer live 
in fear. “In that time the misery was hard, but now I have plantains, papaya, beans, corn, and rice; I have beans to store.” 

“Before I was in the women’s group I didn’t know how to manage something, but now I know techniques for 
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planting trees, storing corn. Every week I got to the community health center. That’s where I learned how to pick leaves for tea, I got advice on preventing malnutrition, birth control-- it spoke to the whole family. I get along well with my husband and we make decisions together. Inside the organization there is credit for women, and that credit activity allowed me to do commerce to help with the kids. I buy chickens which produce others that I sell. Awhile ago I borrowed money to pay the kids school without a problem.”

Amina Abdou, is the mother of two boys and three girls in Koira Tégui village, Tolklboye, Niger. As a single mother, she bares the sole responsibility of the family expenses, which she does through farming and fattening cattle.  Originally, Amina began fattening cattle to increase her income because it was a childhood interest. She was unable to make it into a business because of her financial situation. With the loan assistance of World Neighbors and a local partner organization (CGTV), Amina has been able to invest in activities that increase her income.

“With the cattle fattening loan, I was able to increase my investment capital and therefore my profit. Now I am able to better provide for my family needs, specifically food. In addition, I’m saving part of the profit to improve my housing by next year.”

Inaq Jamilah, mother of five children from the village of Lantan, Indonesia, works every day digging for pumice stones. Inaq used to spend her days as many women in her community did, taking care of her home, cooking, cleaning and tending to the children. In order to help her husband sell pumice stones, she would dig for more to provide additional family income with the help of one of her daughters. 

But after World Neighbors arrived, things began to change for Inaq. She participated in a post-harvest processing and management training program, which opened the door for her to start her own business. She has started to make banana and cassava chips. She used to let anyone take their bananas and cassavas because they always had a surplus, but no more. Now, since the training, she has a new sense of enthusiasm to try and develop this as a business instead of giving away her surplus crops.
Yellavva Bajantri, while raising five daughters in the village of Lingapur, India, worked as a laborer with her husband in other farmer’s fields during the cropping season. But since the cropping season only lasted six months, work was hard to come by the rest of the year. Money was more than tight, even after working 14-16 hours a day, it was difficult for them to get one meal a day.

Since then Yellavva has been a member of a women’s group for more than three years and has received extensive training from World Neighbors and its local partner organization. Soon after joining she was the recipient of a pregnant goat, which gave birth to one male and one female. Thanks to the training from World Neighbors, she reared the mother goat, as well as two kids, with the utmost care. When the kids were five months old, she sold the male kid for about $29. She was then able to clear her debt and start a small business of vegetables and fruit vending, earning a profit of $1.25 per day. Her business is able to not only meet her family’s needs, but she was able to save money to expand it.

When Yellavva first came to the women’s group, she could barely scrape up the 90 cents per month required to participate in the savings and credit activity of the group. Now she not only contributes the amount, but encourages the group to increase the monthly contribution to $1.20.

Shanti Mahara, a Dalit, or so-called untouchable, has faced many hardships in her life but now has a great reason to celebrate, along with World Neighbors.  Shanti has become the first woman in her savings and credit group to own lowland (wet land), a rare accomplishment for a woman in such a difficult situation.

In 2001, the Mahara women’s savings and credit group was formed with the support of World Neighbors and a local partner to help women in Shanti’s community obtain loans and save money that they could invest in their families and use to improve their lives. Repayment with interest is made to the group, not to an outside organization. Consequently, the rewards for good group management return to the group in the form of increased assets and status in the community. Local moneylenders are available but often charge interest rates as high as XXX resulting in high amounts of debt that cannot be paid back easily, furthering the cycle of poverty for many families.

In Nepal, a Dalit is a person ascribed at birth to the lowest caste in the social system.  Dalits are generally poor and socially deprived, particularly in rural areas. They are not considered part of society and they perform the most menial and degrading jobs which makes them ‘untouchable.’ Such jobs include taking lives, coming in contact with human emissions such as sweat and urine and activities that involve eating meat. Untouchables are deprived of significant occupational and educational opportunities. Shanti said her engagement with the Mahara women’s savings and credit group enabled her to get a loan which helped her move beyond the cultural limitations placed on her caste and become a strong leader in her community. 

“Because of my involvement in Mahara Women's Savings and Credit Group, I have become able to engage in small income generating activities by taking loans from the group,” said Shanti. 

“It has helped enhance my economic condition. I can now send my children to school and take care of their health. Our social recognition has also been enhanced. We are no more treated as untouchables.”
The group members initially contributed 20 rupees (US$ 0.29) a month. Over the years, the women have increased their monthly contributions to 70 rupees (about US$ 1.00) per month. Over the last seven years, Shanti obtained loans 23 times from her group’s savings fund to purchase and thrash a paddy, convert it into rice and sell the rice in the local Hat Bazaar (weekly market). Using the profits from this, over time, Shanti purchased a wet land (65’X65’ m) and also constructed a two story house. She is planning to be a candidate in the upcoming local ward level election. She is not only seen as a very successful entrepreneur but also as a social leader and is inspiring others to follow in her footsteps.

Each of these women was given the opportunity and resources to 
improve their lives through participation in World Neighbors programs. Women living daily with hunger, poverty and disease were able to transform their situations and those of their families, once and for all.  This is the message of WOW!  Learn more and become involved in this inspiring work by visiting www.workofwomen.org 
